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The next day the Due de Eohan made his complaint. The
King who had already been fully informed of the matter, re-
ceived him well, praised the respect and moderation of Madame
de Eohan, declared Madame d'Harcourt to have been very im-
pertinent, and said some very hard words upon the Lorraines.

I found afterwards, that Madame de Maintenon, who much
favoured Madame d'Harcourt, had all the trouble in the world
to persuade the King not to exclude her from the next journey
to Marly. She received a severe reprimand from the King, a
good scolding from Madame de Maintenon, and was compelled
publicly to ask pardon of the Duchesse de Eohan. This she
did; but with a crawling baseness equal to her previous auda-
city. Such was the end of this strange history.

There appeared at this time a book entitled " Probleme/' but
without name of author, and directed against M. de Paris, de-
claring that he had uttered sentiments favourable to the Jan-
senists being at CMlons, and unfavourable being at Paris. The
book came from the Jesuits, who could not pardon M. de Paris
for having become archbishop without their assistance. It was
condemned and burnt by decree of the Parliament, and the
Jesuits had to swallow all the shame of it. The author was
soon after discovered. He was named Boileau ; not the friend
of Bontems, who so often preached before the King, and still
less the celebrated poet and author of the Flagellants, but a
doctor of much wit and learning whom M. de Paris had taken
into his favour and treated like a brother. Who would have
believed that " Probl&rne" could spring from such a man ? M.
de Paris was much hurt; but instead of imprisoning Boileau
for the rest of his days, as he might have/lone, he acted the
part of a great bishop, and gave him a good canonical of Saint
Honore, which became vacant a few days afterwards. Boileau,
who was quite without means, completed his dishonour by ac-
cepting it.

The honest people of the Court regretted a cynic who died
at this time, I mean the Chevalier de Coislin. He was a most
extraordinary man, very splenetic, and very difficult to deal
with. He rarely left Versailles, and never went to see the